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November 4, 1996  Introduced By: Pullen

srcodel.doc : Proposed No.: 96-928

ORDINANCE NO. 1 2 5 5 1 |

AN ORDINANCE relating to shooting ranges and amending
Ordinance 11563, Sections 2-4, Ordinance 11177, Sections 4,
7-11 and K.C.C. 6.84.030-6.84.090 and adding a new section.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1, Ordinance No. 11563, Section 2, and K.C.C. 6.84.020 are hereby

amended to read as follows:

officers, directors, partners, or ers, ((“Sheoting-Range-“means-a-facility-desighed for

Definitions. A. “Operator” means the operating license applicant, and any of its

scificatly-exeluded-from this-definition)

B. “Range” means any individual or group of firing positions for a specific shooting
type.
C. "Range master" means a person or persons appointed by the operators of a

shooting ((zange)) sports facility to oversee the safe discharge of shotguns, rifles, or

((pistels)) handguns in accordance with the ((des%gﬂ—st&&darés-aﬁd)) safety specifications of

this chapter and any additional safety specifications which may be adopted by the operators

‘'of the shooting ((zange)) sports facility.

D. "Shooting Sports Facility" means a facili signed and specifically delineated for

safe shooting practice with firearms. Archery ranges are specifically excluded from this

definition.

E. “Shooting types” means rifle, handgim or shotgun shooting.

SECTION 2. Ordinance No. 11177, Section 5, and K.C.C. 6.84.030 are hereby

amended to read as follows:

License required. " The operators of all existing shooting ((ranges)) sports facilities

shall apply for an operating license ((within)) no later than three months ((ef )) from the
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effective date of this chapter (January 9, 1994,)._The operator of each new shooting sports
facility shall apply for an operating license at the time of apphgaxlon for building permits or
land use permits necessary for the new facility. Said, ((en-an)) application shall be made

on a form prescribed by the manager of the King County licensing and regulatory services

division. The King County licensing and regulatory services division is authorized to issue

such license after a determination that ((the-design-standards-and safety-specifications-set
forth-in-this-chapter-are-satisfied)) the application is accurate and complete, and includes a
notarized certification by the shooting sports facili operator hat the facility meets
commonly accepted shooting facility safety and design practices and will be operated in a
manner which proteéts the safety of the general public. The licensing énd regulatory services

division shall base ((their)) its licensing determination on the review and concurrence of the
King County departments of public safety and development aﬁd environmental services or
their designees. This section shall not relieve the applicant of ((any-applicant-ef)) any
obligation to obtain any 6ther required land use or building permits or approvals, except
shooting ((xanges)) sports facilities in operation prior to the effective date of this chapter

(January 9, 1994) shall not be required to seek new land use or building permits solely for

issuance of a license.

SECTION 3. Ordinance No. 11563, Section 3, as amended, and K.C.C. 6.84..040 are
hereby amended to read as follows:

Operat;ng without a license prohibited. No shooting ((zange)) sports facility shall
operate without é license issued pursuant to this chapter, provided, that ((elubs-and-ranges))
shooting sports facilities in existence prior to ((the-effective-date-of Ordinance11177))
January 9, 1994 (3)) that have submitted required license applications before this same date
may continue to operate without a license ((fer-ﬂe-mefe—thaﬂ—vwemzyhfear—meﬂﬂas—ﬁem—the

forth-in)) pending license application approval or denial per K.C.C. 6.84.030 have-beenmet.

SECTION 4. Ordinance 11177, Section 7, and K.C.C. 6.84.050 are hereby amended

to read as follows:
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Denial, suspension or revocation of license. The manager of the licensing and

regulatory services division may deny, suspend or revoke any license issued under this

- chapter, consistent with K.C.C. chapter 6.01, if the applicant, any of its officers, directors,

partners, or members have violated any of the provisions of this chapter. Further, if the

King County department of public safety sherjff-director determines that any participant,
spectator, neighboring property or member of the public has been injured or endangered as a
result of rgngg' design, op. eration or management of shooting activities, the m@. ager of the
licensing and regulatory services division may immediately suspend or revoke any shooting
sports facility license issued pursuant to this chapter Ré'nsta ement or re-issuance of an
licens¢ suspended or revgked pursuant to the provisions of this chap;ef will be contingent on
review and determination by the King County licensing and regulatory services division or
its designee that the range operator has made sufficient and appropriate modifications to the
design or op_- eration of the facility to reésongbly address the specific deficiencies found to
have contributed to the injury or endang' erment.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 5. There is added a new section to K.C.C. 6.84. to

read as follows:

Complaint Process. A. Upon receiving a written complaint involving the operation or
activities of any shooting sports facility, the manager of the licensing and regulatory services
division shall cause the following to be performed:

1. Issue a Notice of Complaint to the shoofing sports facility operator advising such
person of the allegation(s) made in the complaint;

2. Request the shooting ‘sports facility operator to respond, in writing, to the
allegation(s) in the Notice of Complaint within thirty (30) days of receipt of the Notice of
Complaint;

3. Investigate the allegation(s) in thé written complaint and the response submitted by |
the shooting sports facility operator;

4. Make a finding as to the validity of the allegation(s) in the written complaint. If it is

found that a violation of any of the shooting sports facility safety standards has occurred,

. issue a Notice and Order pursuant to the process described in K.C.C. 6.01.130.
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.B. Failure to comply with the Notice and Order issued as a result of the above process
will result in the suspension and/or revocation bf the license involved. Such
suspension/revocation will last one year from the date the license is surrendered.

C. Nothing in this section shall be coﬁstrued to limit authority to issue a Notice and
Order or take such enforcemeﬁt or investigative actions deemed appropriate to protect the
public’s health and safety.

SECTION 6. Ordinance 11177, Section 8, and K.C.C. 6.84.060 are hereby amended
to read as follows: |

License fee. A license fee of ﬁﬁy dollars shall be charged for review and processing

of the license application. ((Fhe-d

feerto-cover-the-cost-of reviewas-necessary:))

SECTION 7. Ordinance 11177, Section 9, and K.C.C. 6.84.070 are hereby amended to

read as follows:

License renewal. The operating license shall be reviewed and renewed every five

years. ((Expansi

:)) New
shooting ((aeti-ﬁt-ies))- types shall not be permitted until authorized by a new license.
Applications for license renewal shall be made in writing on forms px;escribed by the
manager of the licensing and regulatory services division at least thirty days prior to the
expiration of the existing license.
SECTION 8, Ordinance 11177, Section 10, and K.C.C. 6.84.080 are hereby
amendcd to read as follows:
| Safety- standards and specifications. All shooting ((ranges)) sports fggi}ities licensed

pursuant td this chapter sha11 comply with the following éafety standards and specifications:

A. All structures, installations, operations, and activities shall be located at such a
distance from property lines as will protect ((adjeining)) off-site properties from hazard,

when the ranges are used in accordance with range safety rules and ((étaﬂdafds)) practices.
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((€.)) B. Range site design features and safety procedures shall be installed and

maintained to discourage errant rounds from escaping all shoqting positions, when such
positions are used in accordance with range safety fules and ((standards)) p_r&tl@

((®.)) C. A plan shall be submitted with the license application which shows the .
location of all buildings, parking areas and access points; safety features of the firing ranée;
elevations of the range showing target area, backdrops or butts; and approximate location of
buildings on adjoining properties.

((B.) D. A safety plan shall be submitted which cites rules for each range, sign-in

procedures, and restrictions on activities in the use of ranges, and every safety plan shall

prohibit loaded ((weapens)) firearms except as provided by the range safety specifications

and operating procedures ((a

(®))E. Allshooting ((ranges)) sports facilities shall have a designated range
master. A range master must be present whenever the shooting sports facility is open to the
public and may oversee as many as three ((ranges)) simultaneous public events within g
shooting sports fgciii;y.

((6.)) E. Where urban residentially zoned property or residential streets are located
adjacent to property containing an outdoor shooting ((zange)) sports facility, warning signs
shall be instalied and maintained along the shooting ((zange)) sports facility property line.

((H.)) G. Shooting ((ranges)) sports facilities shall be used for the shooting activities
they were designed to accommodate unless redesigned to ((safety)) safely ac.comrﬁodate
new shooting activities. |

((E)) H. The range ((master)) operator shall report in writing to the manager of the
licensing and regulatory services division all ((aceidents)) on-site and off-site .ggnshg];

wounds resulting from ((the-discharge-of firearms-in-use-on-therange)) -gcxiyi'gy at the
shooting sports facility. '

(@) L. All shooting ((ranges)) sports facilities shall provide a telephone available to

range participants and spectators for the purpose of contacting emergency medical services. -
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() 1. A first-aid kit approved by the manager of the licensing and regulatory -

services division shall be readily available ((en-the-range-premises)) at each shooting spo

_f_‘acilicy for emergency treatment or care of minor injuries.

SECTION 9. Ordinance 11563, Section 4, and K.C.C. 6.84.085 are hereby amended
to read as follows:

Liability. The express intent of the King County council is that responsibility for
complete and éccurate preparation of applications, plans and sp.ec‘:iﬁcations for compliance
with applicable laws, including but not limited to those set fortﬁ in this chapter, and for safe
design, construction, use and operation of facilities regulated herein shall rest exclusively
wifh applicants and their agents.

This chapter and the codés adopted herein are intended to protect the health, safety
and welfare of the general public and are not intended to protect any particular class of
individuals or organizations.

~ This chapter shall not be construed as placing responsibility for code compliance or
enforcement ubon King County or any officer, employee or agent of King County.
Application review and inspections conducted pur§uant to this chapter are intended to foster
and encourage compliance, but are not guaranteeé or assurances either that any design,
construction, uée or operafion complies with applicable laws or that the facility is safely

designed, constructed, used or operated.

Nothing in this chapter is intended to create any private right of action based upon non-
compliance with any of the réguirements of this chapter.
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SECTION 10. Ordinance 11177, Section 11, and K.C.C. 6.84.090 are hereby

amended to read as follows:

. Appeals. ((%e—preﬂsiens—eﬁ@kﬁs—ehapter—maﬂae—appealed)) Any person aggrieved by
adecision in a Notice and Order issued pursuant to King County Code 6.01.130 or by a

license suspension or revocation issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, may file

an appeal pursuant to King County Code 6.01.150. |
INTRODUCED AND READ for the first tlme this ﬁ 71" day pf
toyomboss 159,
PASSED by a vote of //_to () this 7 —ﬁ/day of Jlccm bae
1996, |

2>

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

e

WI [
ATTEST: |

Clerk of the Council

APPROVED this 28 #. day of _ L) asn R 1970

D2

B ._'x; King County Executive

Attachments:




